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Biden blasts GOP ‘wacko notions’ amid debt limit standoff 


President Joe Biden speaks about his economic agenda at International Union of Operating Engineers Local 77’s training facility in 
Accokeek, Md., Wednesday, April 19, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Associated Press 
ACCOKEEK, Md. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden lam- 
basted 
Republicans’ 
emerging trade-off plans 
to raise the nation’s debt 
limit only in exchange for 
budget cuts on Wednes- 
day, declaring that GOP 
lawmakers are threaten- 
ing a historic default on the 
nation’s obligations “unless 
I agree to all these wacko 
notions they have.” 
His remarks in a union hall 
speech came as House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
who has struggled to unite 
Republicans 
around 
his 
own budget proposal, re- 
leased a sweeping spend- 
ing-restraint plan to offer to 
the White House along with 
lifting the debt limit later 
this year. 
Cruising toward crisis, if 
Congress and Biden can- 
not reach agreement on 
the debt limit by summer, 
the government could be 
unable to pay all of its bills 
and face an economy- 
ravaging default. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Biden blasts GOP ‘wacko notions’ amid debt limit standoff 


Continued from Front 


Wednesday’s 
split-screen 
presentations 
vividly 
dis- 
played how Biden and Mc- 
Carthy are talking to two 
very different Americas. 
At the union hall, focused 
on everyday voters, the 
president said that strictly 
limiting government spend- 
ing programs could hurt a 
middle class that’s already 
struggling to afford basic 
needs. 
And demanding budget- 
cutting concessions in ex- 
change for paying the na- 
tion’s debts is irresponsible, 
Biden said, declaring that 
“America is not a dead- 


beat nation.” 
He pointedly noted that the 
GOP congressional leader 
had kicked off the week 
by heading to Wall Street 
to outline his conditions for 
raising the country’s bor- 
rowing limit. 
Commenting in kind, Mc- 
Carthy 
said, 
“President 
Biden is skipping town to 
deliver a speech in Mary- 
land rather than sitting 
down to address the debt 
ceiling.” 
Indeed, Biden is declin- 
ing to negotiate the issue 
as long as McCarthy insists 
on linking it to big federal 
spending restraints. 
He challenged McCarthy 


to “take default off the 
table and let’s have a real 
serious conversation.” 
The speaker took to the 
House floor shortly before 
Biden spoke Wednesday 
and detailed his GOP plan. 
It would, among other pro- 
visions, claw back billions 
of unspent COVID-19 re- 
lief funds, rescind money 
to boost the Internal Rev- 
enue Service, and stop 
Biden’s effort to cancel up 
to $20,000 in student loan 
debt for millions of borrow- 
ers. 
The California Republican 
argues excess government 
spending is driving up infla- 
tion, empowers China and 
threatens the future of So- 
cial Security and Medicare. 
Biden and McCarthy, who 
need to come together for 
the sake of the U.S. econ- 
omy, are playing out dia- 
metrically opposing strate- 
gies to different audiences, 
each wagering he’ll win 
out in the end. 
To the extent the two men 
have engaged each other 
— with no active negotia- 
tions so far — it has been 
only to provide fodder for 
attacks. 
McCarthy says Biden is 
“bumbling” into a default 


by not meeting with him; 
Biden counters that Mc- 
Carthy has already “threat- 
ened to become the first 
speaker to default on our 
national debt” unless he 
gets what he wants in the 
budget. 
Complicating 
things 
for 
McCarthy, he is facing 
pressure not to give ground 
from conservatives in his ra- 
zor-thin House majority who 
earlier this year delayed his 
elevation to the speaker- 
ship. 
But Biden contends that 
spending cuts would put 
an unacceptable strain on 
the government’s ability to 
meet its constitutional re- 
sponsibility to stand behind 
its obligations. The GOP’s 
faith in tax cuts has blown 
up the deficit, he says. 
Under the Republican pro- 
posal, the debt limit would 
be 
extended 
into 
next 
year, McCarthy said. He 
pressed the White House 
to negotiate a compro- 
mise with GOP lawmakers, 
noting that voters elected 
a divided Congress in the 
November midterms. 
So far this year, he said, 
Biden “has been avoiding 
the issue for 77 straight days 
and counting.” 


Both men are veterans of 
the nasty debt limit battle 
of 2011, when Biden was 
vice president and McCar- 
thy was a relatively new 
member of the House Re- 
publican leadership. They 
know the risks of even edg- 
ing close to the debt limit 
deadline, such as the first- 
ever downgrade of the 
U.S. credit rating that oc- 
curred that summer. For all 
the posturing, the markets 
generally assume as of now 
that a deal will be reached 
as it has in the past. 
But as they’ve talked past 
each other, they’ve rarely 
talked with each other. 
The president and the new 
Republican 
speaker 
sat 
down in early February, but 
have had little substantive 
communication since. The 
White House, instead, has 
pushed McCarthy publicly 
to release a GOP budget 
plan that details its pro- 
posed cuts — which Demo- 
crats believe will be anath- 
ema to voters. 
Meanwhile, 
the 
White 
House 
is 
standing 
with 
Democrats on Capitol Hill 
who overwhelmingly insist 
that no concessions be 
made in exchange for lift- 
ing the debt limit.q 


Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., holds an event 
to mark 100 days of the Republican majority in the House, at the 
Capitol in Washington, Monday, April 17, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Gov’t: Prudential illegally denied life 
insurance claims 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pru- 
dential Financial illegally 
denied more than 200 life 
insurance claims despite 
collecting premiums from 


plan participants, the De- 
partment of Labor said 
Wednesday, 
the 
latest 
case where a life insurer 
was found to be denying 
claims even though the 


customer had been paying 
into the plan for years. 
Many employers offer what 
is known as supplemental 
life insurance as an em- 
ployee benefit, which al- 
lows an employee to pay 
for additional life insurance 
coverage out of their pay- 
check. The settlement be- 
tween Prudential of New- 
ark, New Jersey, and the 
U.S. government deals with 
what is known as "evidence 
of insurability," a common 


practice 
in 
underwriting 
supplemental 
life 
insur- 
ance contracts where the 
insured is required to fill out 
a form showing they are 
in good health before be- 
ing covered by employer- 
sponsored 
supplemental 
life 
insurance.According 
to the settlement, Pruden- 
tial collected premiums on 
some of these participants 
going back in some cases 
to 2004, despite not having 
the appropriate form filled 


out.Between at least 2017 
and 2020, Prudential would 
then deny any claims on 
the life insurance policy, 
despite collecting premi- 
ums, citing a lack of "evi- 
dence of insurability" form. 
Under the terms of the set- 
tlement, Prudential must 
pay out a life insurance 
claim if premiums were col- 
lected despite having no 
evidence 
of 
insurability, 
the Department of Labor 
said.q 


In this file photo taken Aug. 2, 2005, a Prudential Financial sign 
on the marquis direct customers to the company inside an 
office building in Salt Lake City. 
Associated Press 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
A coding error in an annual 
survey by the U.S. Census 
Bureau has offered unprec- 
edented insight into how 
large numbers of Brazilians 
in the U.S. identify as His- 
panic or Latino. 
An analysis by Pew Re- 
search Center shows that 
the coding mistake re- 
vealed at least 416,000 Bra- 
zilians, or more than two- 
thirds of Brazilians in the 
U.S., identifying as Hispanic 
in the 2020 American Com- 
munity Survey. By compari- 
son, only 14,000 Brazilians 
identified that way in 2019, 
and only 16,000 Brazilians 


did so in 2021 years when 
the coding error wasn’t 
made. 
Since 2000, the Census Bu- 
reau hasn’t classified Bra- 
zilians and other people 
from non-Spanish speaking 
countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean as His- 
panic because of federal 
government definitions that 
were last revised in 1997 
but are being reconsidered 
for an update next year. 
Because of this, if someone 
marks that they are His- 
panic but Brazilian on the 
survey, they are recoded 
as “not Hispanic” when the 
numbers are crunched. 
In 2020, however, the bu- 


reau inadvertently failed 
to make those recoding 
changes for Brazilians, as 
well as people from Por- 
tugal, the Philippines and 
non-Spanish 
speaking 
countries in Latin American 
and the Caribbean, result- 
ing in an additional 471,000 
people who identified as 
Hispanic in 2020 compared 
to 2021, Pew said. 
More than 62 million peo- 
ple identified as Hispanic 
in the 2021 American Com- 
munity Survey. The survey 
questionnaire asks if some- 
one is Hispanic or not, and 
separately asks what the 
respondent’s race is. 
“In particular, the large 


number of Brazilians who 
self-identified as Hispanic or 
Latino highlights how their 
views of their own identity 
does not necessarily align 
with official government 
definitions,” Pew said in a 
report released Wednes- 
day. “It also underscores 
that being Hispanic means 
different things to different 


people.” 
There 
were 
more 
than 
526,000 Brazilians in the U.S. 
in 2021, with more than a 
fifth living in Florida, ac- 
cording to the American 
Community Survey. Using 
different criteria, the Pew 
report puts the number 
of Brazilians in the U.S. at 
602,000 people.q 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court has tempo- 
rarily extended women’s 
access to an abortion pill 
until Friday while the justices 
consider whether to allow 
restrictions on mifepristone 
to take effect as a legal 
challenge to the medica- 
tion’s Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration approval con- 
tinues. In an order signed 
by Justice Samuel Alito on 
Wednesday, the court in- 
dicated it will act by Friday 
night. Alito provided no ex- 
planation for why the court 
put off a more lasting deci- 
sion. The justices had given 
themselves 
a 
deadline 
on Wednesday in a fast- 
moving case from Texas in 
which abortion opponents 
are seeking to roll back 
FDA approval mifepristone. 
used in the most common 
method of abortion in the 
United States 
The drug first won FDA ap- 
proval in 2000, and condi- 
tions on its use have been 
loosened in recent years, 
including making it avail- 
able by mail in states that 
allow access. 
The Biden administration 
and New York-based Dan- 
co Laboratories, the maker 
of the drug, want the na- 
tion’s highest court to reject 
limits on mifepristone’s use 


imposed by lower courts, 
at least as long as the legal 
case makes it way through 
the courts. They say wom- 
en who want the drug and 
providers who dispense it 
will face chaos if limits on 
the drug take effect. De- 
pending on what the jus- 
tices decide, that could 
include requiring women 
to take a higher dosage of 
the drug than the FDA says 
is necessary. 
Alliance Defending Free- 
dom, 
representing 
anti- 
abortion doctors and med- 
ical groups in a challenge 


to the drug, is defending 
the rulings in calling on the 
Supreme Court to let the 
restrictions take effect now. 
The legal fight over abor- 
tion comes less than a year 
after conservative justices 
reversed Roe v. Wade and 
allowed more than a doz- 
en states to effectively ban 
abortion outright. 
Even as the abortion land- 
scape changed dramati- 
cally in several states, abor- 
tion opponents set their 
sights on medication abor- 
tions, which make up more 
than half of all abortions in 


the United States. 
The abortion opponents 
filed suit in November in 
Amarillo, Texas. The legal 
challenge quickly reached 
the Supreme Court after a 
federal judge issued a rul- 
ing on April 7 that would 
revoke FDA approval of 
mifepristone, one of two 
drugs used in medication 
abortions. 
Less than a week later, 
a federal appeals court 
modified the ruling so that 
mifepristone would remain 
available while the case 
continues, but with limits. 


The appeals court said that 
the drug can’t be mailed 
or dispensed as a generic 
and that patients who seek 
it need to make three in- 
person visits with a doctor, 
among other things. 
The generic version of mife- 
pristone makes up two- 
thirds of the supply in the 
United States, its manu- 
facturer, Las Vegas-based 
GenBioPro Inc., wrote in 
a court filing that under- 
scored the perils of allow- 
ing the restrictions to be put 
into effect. 
The court also said the drug 
should only be approved 
through seven weeks of 
pregnancy for now, even 
though 
the 
FDA 
since 
2016 has endorsed its use 
through 10 weeks of preg- 
nancy. Complicating the 
situation, a federal judge 
in Washington has ordered 
the FDA to preserve access 
to mifepristone under the 
current rules in 17 Demo- 
cratic-led states and the 
District of Columbia that 
filed a separate lawsuit. 
The Biden administration 
has said the rulings conflict 
and create an untenable 
situation for the FDA. 
In an order issued last Friday 
by Alito, the court put the 
restrictions on hold through 
Wednesday to give the 
court time to consider the 
emergency appeal. q 


Boxes of the drug mifepristone sit on a shelf at the West Alabama Women’s Center in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., on March 16, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Supreme Court temporarily extends access to abortion pill 


An envelope containing a 2020 census letter mailed to a U.S. 
resident sits on a desk on on April 5, 2020, in Detroit. 


Associated Press 
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By TED SHAFFREY, BOBBY 
CAINA CALVAN and JENNI- 
FER PELTZ Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A park- 
ing garage collapsed Tues- 
day in lower Manhattan’s 
Financial District, killing one 
worker, injuring five and 
crushing cars as concrete 
floors fell on top of each 
other like a stack of pan- 
cakes, officials said. 
Vehicles tumbled into what 
looked like a frozen stream 
of sedans and SUVs. People 
nearby described a fear- 
some rumbling, followed by 
screams. 
Ahmed Scott arrived to col- 
lect his car after work and 
found a disaster in the mak- 
ing. 
In a video he shot from 
across the street, someone 
off-camera yells, “Guard! 
911! 911! There’s a building 
collapsing on Ann Street,” 
followed 
by 
the 
sound 
of something crumpling. 
About 45 seconds later, two 
women run out, saying the 
building fell while they were 
inside it. A man stands on a 
fire escape as bystanders 
try to figure out how to help 
him get down. He eventu- 
ally did, Scott said. 
“I hope ain’t nobody else in 
there,” Scott recalled think- 
ing, worrying for the ga- 
rage workers he’d gotten 
to know. 
To Jadess Speller, a student 
at nearby Pace University, 
the collapse “felt like an 
earthquake -- like the earth 


opened 
up 
inside, 
like 
that’s how violent it was.” 
Other students described 
seeing cars falling in the 
building. One vehicle land- 
ed on its end in the garage 
entrance, a photo posted 
by Mayor Eric Adams’ of- 
fice showed. 
Authorities believed they 
had accounted for every- 
one inside the building, but 
searches continued Tues- 
day evening to make sure 
no one was in any of the 
squashed cars, Fire Depart- 
ment Chief of Operations 
John Esposito said. One 
garage 
employee 
was 


rescued via a neighboring 
roof after being trapped on 
an upper floor, he said. 
“He was conscious and 
alert and moving around, 
calling us. He just couldn’t 
get down,” Esposito said. 
Four of the injured were 
hospitalized and in stable 
condition, and the fifth re- 
fused medical attention, 
he said. The garage caved 
in around 4 p.m., a few 
blocks from City Hall and 
the Brooklyn Bridge, and 
about half a mile (0.8 km) 
from the New York Stock 
Exchange. Pace evacuat- 
ed an adjacent dorm and 


classroom 
building, 
and 
canceled all evening class- 
es as it assessed the build- 
ings’ safety. School officials 
sent the displaced students 
to a student center while 
working out other accom- 
modations. 
Don Mulligan was on the 
17th floor of a nearby hotel 
when he heard a roar like a 
jet flying overhead and felt 
the high-rise sway. 
“You knew something was 
happening,” said Mulligan, 
of Cincinnati. The hotel was 
evacuated, he said. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
what caused the collapse. 


City Buildings Department 
records show the three- 
story structure has been a 
garage at least since the 
1920s, and there are no re- 
cent permits for construc- 
tion. Messages were left for 
a parking company that 
lists the garage as one of its 
properties. 
The collapse left the build- 
ing “completely unstable,” 
Adams said at a news con- 
ference. Esposito said fire- 
fighters had to pull out be- 
cause of the danger, con- 
ducting searches instead 
with a drone and robotic 
dog. The building was “all 
the way pancaked, col- 
lapsed all the way to the 
cellar floor,” acting Build- 
ings Commissioner Kazimir 
Vilenchik said. 
William Flashnick, 19, was in 
a Pace classroom when he 
and his friends thought they 
heard an explosion and 
ran to a window to look. As 
they opened the window, 
a plume of thick dust rose 
in the air. 
When 
it 
cleared, 
they 
peered down into the park- 
ing structure, where cars 
were tossed asunder and 
a top deck had cracked 
open. 
Flashnick 
initially 
worried for all of their lives. 
One of his first thoughts was 
of the World Trade Cen- 
ter, which looms over the 
neighborhood. 
“We freaked out. Given the 
history of this place, it’s a 
little scary,” he said. q 


Firefighters work at the scene of a partial collapse of a parking garage in the Financial District of 
New York, Tuesday, April 18, 2023, in New York. 


Associated Press 


Parking garage collapses in NYC, killing 1; 5 injured 


BALTIMORE (AP) — A for- 
mer top Maryland official 
who skipped his trial on cor- 
ruption charges and died 
last month as a fugitive in 
an armed confrontation 
with federal agents after a 
three-week manhunt had 
made no plans to travel for 
his trial in Baltimore, accord- 
ing to a newly-unsealed FBI 
affidavit. Roy McGrath, a 
one-time chief of staff for 
former Maryland Gov. Lar- 
ry Hogan, missed the first 
day of trial in federal court 
on March 13, triggering a 
manhunt that ended when 
McGrath 
was 
wounded 
in a shooting April 3 near 


Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 
He 
died at a hospital. Authori- 
ties have released no de- 
tails on how McGrath was 
wounded or what led up to 
the shooting. 
McGrath’s failure to ap- 
pear for trial surprised his 
attorney, Joseph Murtha, 
who said at the time he be- 
lieved that McGrath, who 
had moved to Naples, Flor- 
ida, was planning to fly to 
Maryland the night before. 
McGrath long had main- 
tained his innocence and 
was adamant about going 
to trial in hopes of clearing 
his name, Murtha said. 
But according to an affi- 


davit from an FBI agent re- 
questing a search warrant 
for McGrath’s home, Mc- 
Grath did not have plane 
tickets or travel reserva- 
tions in the days before his 
trial, news outlets reported. 
The affidavit, which didn’t 
identify the agent, was un- 
sealed Tuesday. 
McGrath had last checked 
in 
with 
authorities 
two 
weeks earlier, and officials 
last visited him at the Florida 
home in August. McGrath’s 
wife said she thought her 
husband would be flying 
to Baltimore the morning of 
the trial, the affidavit states. 
“Checks with airlines pro- 


viding 
service 
between 
Florida and Baltimore, MD 
did not reveal any plane 
ticket or reservation for 
McGrath’s travel to Mary- 
land,” according to court 
documents. The warrant 
request indicates that in- 
vestigators wanted to seize 
McGrath’s electronics and 
records related to his travel 
arrangements, financial re- 
cords and any evidence 
that McGrath tried to alter 
his appearance. 
McGrath served as Ho- 
gan’s chief of staff for just 
11 weeks. He resigned in 
August 2020 after it be- 
came public that he had 


received a $233,650 sev- 
erance payment from his 
old job as head of a state- 
owned corporation before 
moving to the governor’s 
office. McGrath was indict- 
ed in 2021 on charges that 
he fraudulently secured the 
severance payment, equal 
to one year’s salary as the 
head of Maryland Environ- 
mental Service, by falsely 
telling the agency’s board 
that the governor had ap- 
proved it. Hogan denied 
knowledge of the plan. 
McGrath also was accused 
of fraud and embezzle- 
ment connected to rough- 
ly $170,000 in expenses.q 


FBI: Ex-Maryland aide didn’t plan travel for fraud trial 
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By KRUTIKA PATHI 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — In- 
dia is on track to surpass 
China by mid-2023 as the 
world’s most populous na- 
tion, United Nations data 
said Wednesday, raising 
questions about whether 
a booming, young Indian 
population will fuel eco- 
nomic growth for years to 
come or become a liability. 
While India’s 254 million 
people between ages 15 
and 24 is the largest num- 
ber in the world, China is 
struggling with an aging 
population and stagnant 
population growth. That 
has sparked expectations 
that 
the 
demographic 
changes could pave the 
way for India to become 
an economic and global 
heavyweight. 
India’s 
young 
citizenry 
could drive the country’s 
economic growth for years 
to come, but it might just as 
easily become a problem 
if they aren’t adequately 
employed. 
Economists 
have cautioned that even 
as 
India’s 
economy 
is 
among the fastest-growing 
as its population rises, job- 
lessness has also swelled. 
Tech giant Apple, among 
other companies, hopes 
to turn India into a poten- 
tial manufacturing hub as 
it moves some production 
out of China, where wages 
are rising as the working 
age population shrinks. 
The U.N. report said India 
will have about 2.9 million 
people more than China 
sometime in the middle of 
this year. India will have 
an estimated 1.4286 bil- 
lion people versus main- 
land China’s 1.4257 billion 
at that time, according to 
U.N. projections. Demogra- 
phers say the limits of popu- 
lation data make it impos- 
sible to calculate an exact 
date; India has not done a 
census since 2011. 
China has had the world’s 
largest population since at 
least 1950, the year the U.N. 
began issuing population 
data. Both China and India 
have more than 1.4 billion 
people, 
and 
combined 
they make up more than a 
third of the world’s 8 billion 


people. Not long ago, In- 
dia wasn’t expected to be- 
come the most populous 
until later this decade. But 
the timing has been sped 
up by a drop in China’s fer- 
tility rate, with families hav- 
ing fewer children. 
India, by contrast, has a 
much younger population, 
a higher fertility rate, and 
has seen a decrease in in- 
fant mortality over the last 
three decades. Still, the 
country’s fertility rate has 
been steadily falling, from 
over five births per woman 
in 1960 to just over two in 
2020, according to World 
Bank data. 
The country’s population 
has more than quadrupled 
since 
gaining 
indepen- 
dence 76 years ago. As 
India looks set to become 
the world’s largest coun- 
try, it is grappling with the 
growing threat of climate 
change, deep inequalities 
between its urban and ru- 
ral populations, economic 
disparities between its men 
and women, and a widen- 
ing religious divide. 
In a survey of 1,007 Indians 
conducted by the U.N. in 
conjuction with the report, 
63% of respondents said 
economic issues were their 
top concern when thinking 
about population change, 
followed by worries about 
the environment, health 
and human rights. 


“The Indian survey findings 
suggest 
that 
population 
anxieties have seeped into 
large portions of the gen- 
eral public. Yet, population 
numbers should not trigger 
anxiety or create alarm,” 
Andrea Wojnar, the United 
Nations Population Fund’s 
representative 
for 
India, 
said in a statement. She 
added that they should be 
seen as a symbol of prog- 
ress and development “if 
individual rights and choic- 
es are being upheld.” 
Many are banking on In- 
dia’s rising number of work- 
ing age people to give 
it a “demographic divi- 
dend,” or the potential for 
economic growth when a 
country’s young popula- 
tion is eclipses its share of 
older people who are be- 
yond their working years. 
It’s what helped China ce- 
ment its place as a global 
power. 
“So far, we have not been 
able to tap into our de- 
mographic dividend ade- 
quately. While the working 
age population has grown 
quite substantially, employ- 
ment has not grown,” said 
Mahesh Vyas, director of 
the Center for Monitoring 
the Indian Economy. He 
added that the country 
has struggled to create ad- 
ditional employment in the 
last six years, with the num- 
ber of jobs stagnant at 405 


million 
India has had a phenom- 
enal transformation from 
an 
impoverished 
nation 
in 1947 into an emerging 
global power whose $3 tril- 
lion economy is Asia’s third 
largest. It is a major export- 
er of things like software 
and vaccines, and millions 
have 
escaped 
poverty 
into a growing, aspiration- 
al middle class as its high- 
skilled sectors have soared. 
But so has joblessness. Ac- 
cording to CMIE statistics 
from 2022, only 40% of 
working age Indians are 
employed. 
Poonam Muttreja, head of 
the Population Foundation 
of India, agreed, saying the 
country must plan better 
for its young people. 
“This large population will 
need a huge investment 
in skills for them to take ad- 
vantage of the opportuni- 
ties that will come up in the 
economy for 
participat- 
ing in jobs. But we have to 
also create more jobs for 
them,” she said, adding 
that investments were also 
needed in education. 
China 
responded 
to 
news of the U.N. report 
on Wednesday with For- 
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin saying “a 
country’s 
demographic 
dividend depends not only 
on quantity but also on 
quality.” q 


Thousands of Hindu devotees take a holy dip on the occasion of Ramnavi festival, celebrated as 
the birthday of Hindu God Rama, in Ayodhya, India, Thursday, March 30, 2023. 


Associated Press 


U.N. says India to be world’s most populous nation 
by mid-2023 
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By ADAM PEMBLE 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Amer- 
ican-made Patriot missiles 
have arrived in Ukraine, the 
country’s defense minister 
said Wednesday, provid- 
ing Kyiv with a long-sought 
new shield against the Rus- 
sian airstrikes that have 
devastated cities and civil- 
ian infrastructure. 
The U.S. agreed in October 
to send the surface-to-air 
systems, which can target 
aircraft, cruise missiles and 
shorter-range ballistic mis- 
siles such as those that Rus- 
sia has used to bombard 
residential areas and the 
Ukrainian power grid. 
“Today, our beautiful Ukrai- 
nian sky becomes more 
secure,” Defense Minister 
Oleksii Reznikov said in a 
tweet. 
The missiles are the latest 
contribution 
from 
West- 
ern allies, who have also 
pledged tanks, artillery and 
some types of fighter jets as 
Ukraine gears up for an ex- 
pected counteroffensive. 
Reznikov thanked the Unit- 
ed States, Germany and 
the Netherlands, without 
saying how many missile 
systems had been deliv- 
ered or when they arrived. 
Ukrainian air force spokes- 
man Yurii Ihnat said late 
Tuesday that delivery of 
the systems would be a 
landmark event, allowing 
Ukrainians to knock out 
Russian targets at a greater 
distance. Germany’s fed- 
eral government website 
on Tuesday listed a Patriot 


system as among the mili- 
tary items delivered within 
the past week to Ukraine. 
German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock con- 
firmed that to lawmakers 
Wednesday in Berlin. 
Germany has also deliv- 
ered the second of four 
medium-range 
IRIS-T 
air 
defense systems that it 
pledged last year, Baer- 
bock said. 
Reznikov said he first asked 
for Patriot systems when vis- 
iting the U.S. in August 2021, 
five months before Rus- 
sia’s full-scale invasion and 
seven years after Russia il- 
legally annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimea peninsula. He de- 


scribed possessing the sys- 
tem as “a dream” but said 
he was told in the U.S. at 
the time that it was “impos- 
sible.” 
Ukrainian personnel have 
been trained on the Patriot 
battery, which requires up 
to 90 troops to operate and 
maintain it. 
“Our air defenders have 
mastered (the Patriot sys- 
tems) as far as they could. 
And our partners have kept 
their word,” Reznikov wrote. 
Experts 
have 
cautioned 
that the system’s effec- 
tiveness is limited and that 
it 
may 
not 
significantly 
change the shape of the 
war, even though it will add 


to Ukraine’s arsenal against 
its bigger enemy. 
The Patriot was first de- 
ployed by the U.S. in the 
1980s. The system costs ap- 
proximately $4 million per 
missile, and the launch- 
ers cost about $10 million 
each, analysts say. At such 
a cost, it’s not advanta- 
geous to use the Patriot to 
shoot down the smaller, 
cheaper 
Iranian 
drones 
that Russia has been buy- 
ing and using in Ukraine. 
In 
other 
developments 
Wednesday, China denied 
recent reports that Chinese 
drones have been found 
on 
Ukraine 
battlefields. 
China has insisted that it will 


not help arm Russia, one of 
its key allies. 
The Chinese Commerce 
Ministry said in a statement 
that Beijing maintains strict 
control over the export of 
drones in keeping with in- 
ternational standards pre- 
venting them from being 
used for nonpeaceful pur- 
poses. 
China, which has repeat- 
edly criticized the U.S. and 
other countries’ support for 
Ukraine as “adding fuel to 
the fire” of the war, has an 
“objective and fair stance” 
and 
seeks 
peace, 
the 
statement said. 
Elsewhere, 
Russian 
Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin said 
Wednesday that he re- 
cently visited Moscow-con- 
trolled parts of Ukraine’s 
southern Kherson and east- 
ernmost Luhansk provinces. 
“The purpose of the trip 
was to meet with the mili- 
tary, whom I did not want 
to distract for a long time 
and a long distance from 
the deployment of the units 
they command,” he said. 
Kyiv officials have reported 
daily civilian, but not mili- 
tary, casualties from Rus- 
sian bombardment. 
At least four civilians were 
killed and 27 others were 
wounded 
Tuesday 
and 
overnight, 
Ukraine’s 
de- 
fense ministry reported. 
A 50-year-old man and 
44-year-old woman were 
killed in a Russian airstrike on 
a border town in the north- 
eastern 
Kharkiv 
region, 
Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said 
in televised remarks. q 


Members of US 10th Army Air and Missile Defense Command stands next to a Patriot surface-to-air 
missile battery during the NATO multinational ground based air defence units exercise “Tobruq 
Legacy 2017” at the Siauliai airbase some 230 km. (144 miles) east of the capital Vilnius, Lithuania, 
on July 20, 2017. 


Associated Press 


U.S.-made Patriot guided missile systems arrive in Ukraine 


Associated Press 
GEORGETOWN, 
Guyana 
(AP) — Caribbean Commu- 
nity leaders have agreed 
on plans to introduce bans 
in their countries on assault- 
style weapons mostly man- 
ufactured in the U.S. to curb 
spikes in gun violence and 
weapons smuggling in the 
15-nation Caricom bloc. 
The decison came late 
Tuesday at the end of a 
two-day summit in Trinidad 
on crime. The bans would 
require a mix of legislation 
and changes in licensing 


regulations. 
The Caribbean leaders had 
called a roundtable on 
the issue amid complaints 
from several governments 
about an increase in gang- 
land violence, bolstered 
by the availability of high- 
powered, 
military-style 
weapons smuggled mostly 
from the U.S. Jamaica, 
Trinidad, The Bahamas, St. 
Lucia and Barbados have 
all complained about an 
increase in gun murders 
in recent years. “Caricom 
heads have agreed today 


to take a decision to ban 
the use and presence of 
assault weapons in the ci- 
vilian population of our na- 
tions,” host Prime Minister 
Keith Rowley told reporters 
at the end of the summit, 
attended by a majority of 
heads of government. 
The move came just a few 
weeks after several mem- 
ber 
nations 
announced 
plans to join with Mexico to 
sue American gun manu- 
facturers over the weapons 
smuggled into their coun- 
tries. Bahamian Prime Min- 


ister and Caricom Chair- 
man Phillip Davis told the 
summit that in his country 
98.6% of recovered illegal 
firearms could be traced 
to the United States, in Haiti 
87.7% and in Jamaica 67%. 
“Jamaica had a stagger- 
ing homicide rate of 52.9 
per 100,000 inhabitants,” he 
said, as compared with the 
global average of about 
7.5 per 100,000. 
However, Davis did not 
have figures on what per- 
centage of the seized guns 
were assault-style weapons 


as opposed to handguns or 
other weapons that would 
be 
unaffected 
by 
this 
week’s proposed ban. 
Rowley said countries in 
the Caribbean would need 
legislation to support the 
ban, and he called on op- 
position parties throughout 
the region to support any 
parliamentary action by 
their governments. 
He noted that the Carib- 
bean leaders have asked 
U.S. President Joe Biden for 
dialogue on the weapons 
issue.q 


Caribbean leaders agree on plan to ban assault-style weapons 
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Singer Levi Silvanie premiers his “The School Tour” in October 
A musical project to raise awareness on mental health and self care in secondary school 


(Oranjestad)—Last 
Thurs- 
day, Minister Endy Croes 
(Education) met with singer 
Mr. Levi Silvanie and Mr. 
Friso Veenman. Mr. Silvanie 
is a popular artist born on 
Curacao and who now 
lives in the Netherlands. 
After ten years, Levi returns 
with a new album and a 
new vision, using music and 
storytelling to empower the 
youth who suffer in silence. 


Upon hearing his vision, 
Minister 
Endy 
immedi- 
ately gave his support for 
Silvanie’s project. In the 
month of October, Levi will 
be premiering “The School 
Tour” in Aruba. This is musi- 
cal project focuses on the 
mental health of young 


boys and girls 15 years old 
and up attending second- 
ary schools. The minister in- 
dicated that the project is 
already “sold out”, and is 
currently discussing to im- 
plement more sessions. 


For the duration of five days, 
around 100 teenagers from 
secondary school will be 
participating in this project. 
In each session, Levi will be 
sharing his own story and 
through music, encourage 
other young people to talk 
about their problem and 
seek help early to prevent 
further problems with their 
mental health. During the 
sessions, the students will lis- 
ten to music and talk about 
different topics surrounding 


mental health. There will be 
discussions about the daily 
struggle of dealing with 
mental 
health 
problems 
and ways to achieve and 
maintain a healthy mental 
state. 


Mr. Silvanie also added that 
he is working with various 
organizations and teams 
of professionals in Aruba to 
provide the youth with in- 
formation and proper care. 
He expressed that around 
three years ago, he felt 
that his next musical proj- 
ect should have a differ- 
ent mission, one that also 
helps people in an active 
way. He further states that 
the 
pandemic 
affected 
the mental health of many 


people. 
This is also true for our com- 
munity, but there is still a 
stigma 
around 
mental 
health, and most people 
feel embarrassment and 
fears when it comes to ad- 
dressing it. Levi wants to 
use the power of music to 
empower and inspire con- 
versations about mental 


health and self care. 


Mr. Silvanie indicated that 
he is very happy to be able 
to realize this project for the 
youth of Aruba, and ex- 
presses his gratitude for the 
minister’s support. Lastly, 
the minister has expressed 
that he finds this project to 
be a beautiful initiative. q 


Symposium on Oranjestad’s 200th anniversary starts taking place today 


(Oranjestad)—The Rancho 
Foundation celebrates their 
13th anniversary today and 
they have announced the 
number of activities that 
will be taking place starting 
from today till April 27th. 
Starting tomorrow up un- 
til April 27th, there will be 
symposiums, outside ex- 
hibits and other discussions 
concerning the celebra- 
tions for King’s Day on April 
27th. 
Furthermore, 
they 
have also announced their 
plans for the 200th anni- 
versary of Aruba’s capital, 
Oranjestad, which will take 
place next year. 


Clifford 
Rosa, 
president 
of the foundation, states 
that the activities relate to 
art and culture, which are 
good for the development 
of the Rancho area of the 
capital: “for us, Rancho 
is the heart of Oranjestad 
and thus we have been 
pushing for the need to 
have plans in place for a 
renewal of the urban area. 
Despite many regulations 
to which we need to ad- 
here, we still encourage for 
the protection for the area 
of Rancho. However, we 
are also aware that is it im- 


portant to discuss the pro- 
tection of the entire region 
of the capital city, because 
this involves the conserva- 
tion of heritage and further 
development of our cul- 
ture.” 


In order to realize the ac- 
tivities they have planned 
for the coming week, Rosa 
assured that they have re- 
ceived help from Funds for 
Culture Participation, which 
has funded their ideas for 
the celebration of Oranjes- 
tad’s 200th anniversary. 


Chrislene Arends, who func- 


tions as the leader of the 
project “200 years Oran- 
jestad”, assured that they 
are prepared a sympo- 
sium today at the Renais- 
sance Convetion Center 
at 9am. During this sympo- 
sium, there will be different 
speaker present who will 
be sharing their knowledge 
about 
the 
preservation 
of Oranjestad’s heritage, 
along with invitees from 
ONG, OG and citizens of 
Aruba, with the goal to cre- 
ate opportunities for further 
development of the neigh- 
borhood of Rancho and 
overall city of Oranjestad. 


They will be discussing food 
security, sustainable devel- 
opment, waste manage- 
ment, tourism and Eco Sys- 
tem, preservation of heri- 
tage, among other topics. 
Then, they will be orga- 
nizing a work shop of five 
groups for those who are 
interested in participating. 
“This symposium is the first 


phase in terms of the big 
celebration of 200 years 
of Oranjestad. We have 
reunited to talk about the 
past, present and future 
developments of Oranjes- 
tad,” Arends stated. 


She also informed that the 
foundation will hold a live 
stream of the symposium, 
available on the Facebook 
page “Oranjestad 200”. In 
the live stream, they will be 
discussing the entire pro- 
cess of the project and also 
announce what they have 
set for the second phase of 
the project. 


The mission for the project 
“200 
years 
Oranjestad” 
is to reunite those in the 
community with extensive 
knowledge of the city, 
whether it be family his- 
tory, pictures and other rel- 
evant information they can 
use for the program of the 
celebration.q 
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Papillon: The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film “Papillon” 
starring Steve McQueen? Papillon restaurant is the is- 
land’s example where `life imitates art.’ The décor, es- 
pecially the restrooms, was inspired by the movie. For 
more than a decade this restaurant has built a reputa- 
tion with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and 
Caribbean flavors. Welcome in the world of wonders 
where ambiance, taste and service come together 
and you feel you are being welcomed in the home of 
the owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our guests have fun; 
can relax while listening to live music while their taste 
buds are being tickled by France, The Netherlands and 
the Caribbean. We offer a unique fusion of dishes and 
a night not to forget,” says owner Tina. As our special 
guest you can choose to dine inside our heartwarming 
airconditioned restaurant or we also offer outside din- 
ing on a cozy, elegant terrace with great ambiance of 
the surroundings. Perfect setting for an enjoyable time 
people watching while sipping on a delicious cocktail. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you want some- 
thing special, a different flow than the usual, then Pa- 
pillon is the place to go. Foodies are in heaven here 
with classic French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog Legs, 
fresh Oysters coming in on a weekly basis from Holland, 
Escargots, Dover Sole à la Meunière flown in from Eu- 
rope and filleted at the table, Duck Breast seared on 
the skin, roasted and braised Lamb in Balashi beer and 
slow braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not 


leave without trying the exclusive rec- 
ommendation: Caviar! All of this com- 
bined with an extensive wine list from 
around the world makes Papillon a 
must-do on your Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 
Another reason to visit us is our Live En- 
tertainment Schedule all through the 
week. 
Get all cozy and warmed up on Sun- 
days and Mondays by Marisella and her 
enchanting acoustic tunes accompa- 
nied by percussion only. 
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
Jairo will give you a real Saxophone 
treat while on Wednesday you can sit 
back, relax and enjoy your dinner while 
DJ Jason brings you the most smooth 
jazz and lounge music for a dreamy 
night. 
The musicians interact with the guests & 
requests can be sent in. 
The live tunes definitely add to the ex- 
perience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 
Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are 
set up especially for the guests by the 
chef and Meredith from Vegan Aruba. 
“We offer vegan choices that are really 
good and tasty. Our daily soup is always 
vegan too”. What are you waiting for, 
make sure to pay a visit to this elegant 
yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba. 
You are most welcome! 


Chef’s Garden 6 course dinner 
by Papillon 
Our one of a kind executive chef Juan 
Ludena gets extra creative outside the 
kitchen of Papillon Restaurant. Serving 


a 6 course surprise menu featuring his 
International flavors and creativity with 
refined dishes, chef Juan Ludena is de- 
termined to give you a night to remem- 
ber. Wine pairing is optional. The chef’s 
secret garden is located in a local rep- 
lica of the Aruba traditional ‘cunucu’ 
house. The tropical garden is the setting 
for a magical in-home private dinning 
experience. 


For more information about this magnifi- 
cent option, please send us an email or 
ask our wait staff. 
Papillon Restaurant is located at The Vil- 
lage across the Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino and within walking dis- 
tance of all other major hotels. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 
or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 
Open Daily: 5pm – 10.00pm – Early Bird 
from 5pm – 7pm 
For all menus and specials visit the web- 
site: www.papillonaruba.com.q 
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SKY Airline set to operate flights to Aruba 


Aruba 
Airport 
Authority 
N.V. (AAA) is extremely ex- 
cited to announce the start 
of operations by SKY Airline 
in the second half of 2023 
with flights out of South 
America to Aruba. AAA 
had the pleasure of host- 
ing SKY Airline’s team this 
morning at the airport. 


AAA has been in talks with 
SKY Airline for several years 
now and has been working 
with the airline in exploring 
the start of new routes into 
the Caribbean. SKY Airline 
is a Chilean airline based at 
Comodoro Arturo Merino 
Benitez International Airport 
(SCL) in Santiago, Chile. It's 
the second-largest airline in 
Chile, providing passenger, 
postal and cargo air trans- 
port services since 2001. 
When it first launched, SKY 
Airline initially operated to 
key cities of Chile and was 
the first airline to operate 
under a low-cost model in 
Chile. It serves international 
routes to Argentina, Brazil, 
Peru, and Uruguay. It also 
operates charter flights in 
Chile and South America 
and domestic flights within 
Peru. 


During today’s visit, the SKY 
Airline team was hosted on 
behalf of AAA by our Chief 
Executive Officer, Mr, Joost 
Meijs, Chief Operations Of- 
ficer, Mr. Jurgen Benschop, 
Chief Revenue Develop- 
ment 
and 
Communica- 
tions Officer, Ms. Barbara 
Brown, Aviation Business 
Development 
Executive, 
Ms. Jo-Anne Meaux Ar- 
ends, and our Operations 
Manager, Ms. Marylou v/d 
Linden. Also present were 


Aruba Tourism Authority’s 
CEO, Ms. Ronella Croes 
and CMO, Ms. Sanju Lu- 
idens. The SKY Airline team 
also met with the Director 
of the Department of Civil 
Aviation of Aruba, Mr. Ed- 
win Kelly. 


SKY Airline’s Deputy Direc- 
tor of Strategic Planning, 
Mr. Julio Solar Berguecio 
and 
Network 
Planning 
Manager, Mr. Matthieu Se- 
lo-Poirier were introduced 
to all the stakeholders in- 
volved and were provided 
with valuable information 
about the airport facilities, 
the certification process for 
the start of this new route 
and further in-depth infor- 
mation about the support 
that the AAA and ATA will 
provide to make a pos- 
sible new route a success- 
ful one. During the visit, the 
team received a tour of 
the airport, including the 
Terminal and Airside areas. 


SKY Airline is getting ready 
to arrange all the neces- 
sary permits to operate in 
Aruba and making all the 
needed connections with 
the stakeholders in support 
of this intended operation. 
More details will follow in 
the coming weeks on the 
exact route that SKY Airline 
will want to operate, its start 
date, its frequency and air- 
craft type that would be 
used for this operation. 


About AUA Airport 
AUA Airport is one of the 
busiest airports in the Ca- 
ribbean region, with 22 
different airlines operating 
into Aruba contributing to 
processing over 2.5 million 


passengers per year and 
providing air service to 22 
cities and 34 non-stop des- 
tinations worldwide. AUA 
Airport’s 
markets 
served 
comprise of 79% from the 
United States & Canada, 
11% from Latin America, 6% 
from Europe, and 4% from 
Dutch 
Caribbean, 
year 
to date, March 2023. AUA 
Airport attributes this to the 
island’s stable economic 
and political climate, hos- 
pitable 
and 
multilingual 
population, and safe envi- 
ronment. AUA Airport’s as- 
piration is to become one 
of the most Sustainable, 


Safe, and Future Proof air- 
port so the Latin America & 
Caribbean region, provid- 
ing a trusted workplace, 
modern 
airport 
facilities 
and 
excellent 
customer 
service which reflects Aru- 
ban hospitality, contribut- 
ing to a prosperous future 
for Aruba. 


Learn more about what’s 
happening at AUA Airport 
by visiting www.airporta- 
ruba.com 
and 
connect 
with AUA Airport on Twitter. 
com/Aruba_Airport, Face- 
book.com/ArubaAirport, 
Instagram.com/arubaair- 
port/ and Linkedin.com/ 
ArubaAirport.q 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring 
the underwater wonders is 
something you should defi- 
nitely do during your stay 
in Aruba. The underwater 
world has everything to of- 
fer that makes a snorkel trip 
so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with 
exotic fishes, turtles and 
beautiful coral reef. The his- 
toric shipwrecks, located 
on the Aruban seabed are 
also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beach- 
es and blue oceans, which 
means there are many fas- 
cinating under water spots, 
where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we se- 
lected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps 
in Papiamento, Papiamen- 
to is together with Dutch 
the official language spo- 
ken on Aruba. The beach 
is called Tres Trapi because 
it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. 
Tres Trapi is a small rocky 
beach, located on the 
north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 
10 minute drive from Palm 
Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk 
over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue 
ocean. 
While 
snorkeling 
you will encounter all kind 


of tropical fishes and sea 
stars. The kind of starfish you 
will find in the Aruban wa- 
ters is the red cushion sea 
star. This is a starfish that is 
commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Ca- 
ribbean sea and if you are 
lucky during your snorkeling 
visit to Tres Trapi, you may 
come across one of the 
green sea turtles. Respect 
the animal, keep your dis- 
tance and enjoy the view. 
Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 
long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 


came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. 
When Germany invaded 
the Netherlands on May 
10, 1940, the crew decided 
to let their own ship sink, to 
prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its port- 
side in Malmok bay, and 
the sunken word war two 
ship is now one of Aruba’s 
most 
popular 
snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, 
the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship 
is visible from the surface 
and during your snorkeling 
trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the ship wreck alone is 
already impressive enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is lo- 
cated on the southern part 
of the island. On the way 
to the famous beach, you 
will drive through the old 
capital of Aruba, San Nico- 
las. The old Aruban culture 
can be still felt and expe- 
rienced here, so do not 
hesitate to get out of your 
car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a 
child friendly beach, since 
it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant tempera- 
ture. The name therefore 
fits well with the beach. 
Baby beach is an excellent 


beach for snorkeling, espe- 
cially if you want to go with 
small children, because the 
water remains shallow and 
there are still many under- 
water wonders to see. In 
the ocean there is an area 
marked until where it is rec- 
ommended to snorkel and 
on the beach you will find 
different facilities. It is a per- 
fect beach to spend your 
day snorkeling and relax- 
ing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is lo- 
cated in Savaneta, on the 
southern-west part of the 
island. The beach is differ- 
ent from the other beaches 
in Aruba; it is beach full of 
mangroves. You reach the 
beach by a bridge through 
the mangroves and then 
you will have several en- 
trances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where 
you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs 
made to enter the water 
and a dock to sit on and 
enjoy the view. 
Mangel Halto is also worth 
a visit for the snorkeling ex- 
perience. Inside the bay, 
the water is clear and you 
find many colorful fish. Out- 
side the bay is a bit more 
challenging for beginners 
because of the wind and 
the waves, but the coral is 
alive and it is just like snorkel 
heaven.q 
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Linda Wolff, a trajectory dedicated to folkloric music 


ORANJESTAD – Linda was 
born on the 9th of May 1955 
in Aruba. At a very young 
age, she discovered her 
love and talent for singing. It 
didn’t take long before she 
affiliated to the Santa Anna 
Choir and began dedicat- 
ing to singing at the Santa 
Anna church in Noord. 


IN 1979, Mr. Jossy Brokke Jr. 
organized a Mexican fes- 
tival at the Club IOWUA, 
and here Linda participat- 
ed singing the song ‘Los 
Laureles’ and was among 
the 10 finalists. She went 
on to represent Aruba in 
the grand Mexican Festival 
of the Antilles, which took 
place at the Holiday Inn ho- 
tel in Curaçao. Linda gave 
a beautiful performance 
that night. Back then, Linda 
wa spart of the Mariachi 
Montañeros of Noord. 


Since that time, Linda con- 
tinued dedicating to sing- 
ing and continued dem- 
onstrating her talent and 
gaining experience as a 
singer of Ranchera music. 


Linda Wolff was the main 
singer of Mariachi Gua- 
darincana for a long time, 
where Linda would sing at 
family parties, birthdays, 
weddings and other spe- 
cial activities. She contin- 


ued participating in most 
Mexican 
festivals, 
show- 
casing her love for this mu- 
sic genre, with her sensual 


voice and an attractive 
and charismatic personal- 
ity which proved popular 
among those loving the 
mariachi music. 
In a past interview, Lin- 
da said that back when 
she and her cousins were 
young 
teenagers, 
they 
started their own home 
‘aguinaldo’ – traditional 
Christmas music – and to- 
gether at the yearend they 
would sing all the Venezue- 
lan carols: tucusito, o luna, 
fuego al canon etc. show- 
ing the joy and union that 
they had to enjoy and sing 
as a family. 


Linda did not stop at ma- 
riachi music, but also dedi- 
cated herself to music and 
singing participating in dif- 
ferent festivals, including 
Gospel, 
Dande, 
Tumba 
and a festival dedicated to 
our Flag and Anthem, 18th 
of March and folkloric mu- 
sic. 
In many occasions, Linda 
was a finalist in these festi- 
vals by showing her beauti- 
ful voice in each song. 


In 1994 she participated in 
the grand Festival Tipico 
y Dande and she was the 
first finalist in the female 
category. 
In 2010, Linda participated 
in the Gospel Festival – Sol- 
diers of Christ and finished 
in 5th place. The following 
year in the same festival 
she won second place. 
In 2018, Linda received a 
well-deserved award at the 
Cas di Cultura, awarded by 
Fundacion Artistar during a 
Mexican music festival for 
children and youth. Linda 
took guitar lessons and she 
was accompanying herself 
for her favorite songs. 


After a while, Linda inte- 
grated into the group Lirios 
del Campo by invitation 
and was directed by Mr. Vi- 
cente Tromp, with Linda as 
singer and guitarist. 


Linda also sang in the pop- 
ular group The New Dimen- 
sion, before she went on to 
join the popular group Pla- 
centero Ritmo y Cuerde. 


Linda was part of Placen- 
tero Ritmo y Cuerde for 


many years. 
Back in 1993, when Sea- 
port Market Place would 
organize weekly activities 
including a Tropical Night, 
Placentero would animate 
this night with rhythm and 
flavor for tourists and locals 
to enjoy, and Linda was 
already part of the group 
singing and moving to the 
rhythm to the songs of their 
own production. 


During her trajectory with 
this group, Linda sang many 
times at family parties and 
any celebration through- 
out the year. She partici- 
pated in different festivals 
and had the opportunity 
of recording different songs 
for the yearend, many of 
them composed by Mr. 
Robert Maduro. 


Linda Wolff was a great per- 
son and singer with an un- 
matched charisma, hum- 
ble and charming char- 
acter, always cheerful. On 
18th of January our people 
said our final goodbyes to 
Linda in sadness but con- 
soled by her beautiful and 
unforgettable memories.q 
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Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k). 
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890 
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Ambassador suites 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK #13 room 1328 $5500 
1 Br WK # 13 room1426 $5500 
1 Br WK # 13 room 1134 $7800 
1 Br WK # 13 room 1235 $7200 
1 Br WK # 13 room 1430 $8400 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK # 14 room 1232 $7200 
1 Br WK # 14 room 1333 $8400 
1 Br WK # 14 room 1235 $7200 
1 Br WK # 14 room 1132 $7800 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
Eagle beach 
1 Br WK 15 room # 1429 $4500 
1 Br WK 16 room # 1132 $4020 
1 Br WK 16 room # 1432 $4500 
1 Br WK 16 room # 1227 $3600 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
Eagle beach 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1508 $17 K 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1509 $14 K 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1214 $14 K 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1305 $16 K 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1216 $18 K 
2 Br WK # 13 room 1513 $16 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
Eagle beach 
2 Br WK 14 room 1301 $16 K 
2 Br WK 14 room 1308 $14 K 
2 Br WK 14 room 1305 $16 K 
2 Br WK 14 room 1313 $9,5 K 
2 Br WK 14 room 1216 $ 18 K 
2 Br WK 14 room 1513 $ 16 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) — Most of the nation’s major pro- 
fessional sports leagues, plus the media companies Fox 
and NBCUniversal are creating an alliance to ensure that 
sports betting advertising is done responsibly and does 
not target minors. 
The Coalition for Responsible Sports Betting Advertis- 
ing was created Wednesday, consisting of the National 
Football League; Major League Baseball; the men’s and 
women’s leagues of the National Basketball Association; 
the National Hockey League; NASCAR, Major League 
Soccer, Fox and NBCUniversal. 
They described the group as a voluntary alliance to con- 
trol how sports betting advertising, which is ever-present 
on the airwaves, in print and online, is presented to con- 
sumers. 
It includes a recommendation that “excessive” advertis- 
ing be avoided. 
Formation of the group follows a move last month by the 
commercial casino industry through its national trade as- 
sociation, the American Gaming Association, to adopt a 
new responsible sports betting marketing code. 
Both efforts recognize the proliferation of sports betting 
advertising in the five years since the U.S. Supreme Court 
cleared the way for any state to offer legal sports wager- 
ing. They also have a clear, if unstated goal: to regulate 
their own advertising before the government might step 
in and do it for them. One New York congressman has 
introduced legislation that would ban all online and digi- 
tal sports betting advertising, and others have called for 
government-imposed regulation of sports betting ads.q 


A sign bearing an advertisement for Caesars Entertainment’s 
sports betting operation is displayed near a sports betting 
terminal in the sports betting lounge at the Tropicana casino in 
Atlantic City, N.J., May 12, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Major leagues, 
broadcasters pledge 
responsible betting ads 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Anna: Tel. 586 8181 
Seroe Preto: Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Divi Village Golf 
Eagle beach 
studio platinum week ( dec to 
april) 
d - building with 22 weeks 
remain 
price :$7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For Sale 
Noord Kamay 
5 min drive to palm beach 
3 Br , 2 Bath with pool 
price :$650 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For Sale 
Coba lodo santa cruz 
Near the nature of the national 
park 2Br ,1 Bath on a 400m2 
property land 
price :$165 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 13 room # 763 
26 weeks remain 
price :$ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK # 13 room # 3512 
28 weeks remain expire :2036 
price :$12 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


For Sale Appartment 
Complex 
paradijswijk 5 min drive from 
Bushiri beach 
10 appartments with pool 
price $1.1 Million dollar 
Call :011-297-630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For Sale 
paradijswijk 5 min drive from 
Bushiri beach 
5 Bedroom 4 Bath with a 2 Br 
,1 bath appartment and a studio 
appartment 
With pool 
price :$ 1million dollar 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
2 Br , 2 Bath fully furnished 
With and appartment Ocean 
view 
price $550 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Gold Coast Wespunt 
3 Br , 3 Bath 
Fully furnished 
price $480 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
Eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 15 room #1128 $4020 
1 Br WK 15 room #1127 $3600 
1 Br WK 15 room #1432 $4500 
1 Br WK 15 room #1328 $4500 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
palm Beach 
Gold season 
2 Br Ocean Front 
price :$18K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold season 
1Br Ocean view 
price :$6K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


destinations points at $5 per points 


Condo for sale 
Bubali Noord 
2 Br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
price :$275K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
Contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing honest business on 
the islands 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
palm Beach platinum 
2 Br ,2 Bath lock out Ocean 
view $18 K 
2 Br ,2 Bath lock out Ocean 
side $ 19K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
private islands 
1 Br Week 29,30 ,31 
1 Br Week 34,35,36 
all 6 weeks for $20K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
Eagle Beach 
2 Br WK 15 room 1217 $ 10 K 
2 Br WK 15 room 1507 $13 K 
2 Br WK 15 room 1521 $ 11 K 
2 Br WK 15 room 1511 $12 K 
2 Br WK 15 room # 1114 $ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
stutio week # 13 room # 6206 
studio week #14 room # 6205 
18 weeks remain on each 
price $7 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
private islands 
1 Br WK #14 room # 2541 
pool / Ocean view 
price :$10 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


For Sale 
Noord 
Commercial land to build 
restaurant, 
Motel , or more property land at 
shaba 
Matadera , 3500 m 
price :$200 m2 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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NEW YORK (AP) — For- 
mer Rep. Liz Cheney has 
a memoir and a “warn- 
ing” coming out this fall. In 
“Oath and Honor,” she will 
write about her estrange- 
ment from former President 
Donald Trump and the Re- 
publican Party in the after- 
math of the Jan. 6 siege of 
the U.S. Capitol. 
“The last two years have 
shown us once again that 
our constitutional repub- 
lic is not self-sustaining,” 
Cheney said in a statement 
released Tuesday by Little, 
Brown 
and 
Company, 


which will publish her book 
November 14. 
“It survives only because 
of the courage and honor 
of 
individual 
Americans. 
When history looks back 
on this time, each elected 
official will have to answer 
the questions: Did we do 
our duty? Were we faith- 
ful to our oath of office?” 
Cheney said. 
Cheney, daughter of for- 
mer Vice President Dick 
Cheney, had been a lead- 
ing Republican voice for 
years. But she parted with 
many of her colleagues 


over Trump’s false claims 
of voting fraud and her 
position as vice chair of 
the 
Congressional 
com- 
mittee that looked into the 
insurrection on Jan. 6, 2021. 
Cheney has said she wants 
to ensure that Trump, who 
has announced his candi- 
dacy for 2024, will never be 
president again. 
Once a dominant pres- 
ence in Wyoming politics, 
she was defeated in the 
Republican 
primary 
last 
summer by Harriet Hage- 
man, who had been en- 
dorsed by Trump.q 


By DAVID BAUDER 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Lucinda 
Williams is returning to the 
spotlight this spring with an 
autobiography, a new al- 
bum and concert appear- 
ances around the world. 
Less than three years ago, 
there was real worry that 
her creative voice would 
be stilled. 
In November 2020, the 
singer-songwriter suffered a 
stroke while getting ready 
to take a shower in her 
Nashville home. Her hus- 
band, Tom Overby, discov- 
ered her on the bathroom 
floor. Williams was rushed to 
the hospital. 
Her recovery has been 
grueling and not yet com- 
plete. 
“I’m doing really well,” she 
told The Associated Press in 
a recent interview. “I can 
walk again, I don’t have 
to use a cane or anything. 
I wasn’t sure about that for 
a while.” 
She’s fragile and moves 
slowly. She’s unable to 
play the guitar, as contin- 
ued weakness in her left 
side makes it too painful to 
grip the fret. It’s hard not 
to wonder if Williams, who 
turned 70 in January, is 
pushing things. 
Talk to her, and her hus- 
band-manager, and it’s 
apparent how much she 
needs to be back, how 
they consider it part of her 
rehabilitation. Music was 
once a teenager’s escape 
from a troubled home life, 


and she’s not about to 
let go. The songs haven’t 
stopped flowing. 
Retire? “No,” she said. “The 
thought would kind of flash 
through my head and I 
would think, I’m just not 
ready for that.” 
Williams’ 
singing 
voice 
emerged unscathed from 
the stroke, as some crit- 
ics noticed when she be- 
gan performing again last 
summer. “Williams had an 
amazing stage presence, 
told wonderful stories about 
what she was singing and 
her voice was nothing short 
of magnificent,” Tom Joens 
wrote in American Blues 
Scene following a concert 
last September. 


Her autobiography, “Don’t 
Tell Anybody the Secrets I 
Told You,” was written prior 
to her stroke, and marks her 
first time writing a book. 
“It’s 
partly 
because 
so 
many of my songs tell sto- 
ries, and people are always 
wanting to find out the sto- 
ries behind the songs,” Wil- 
liams said. “I feel like the 
book is almost my gift to 
fans.” When Williams met 
and married Overby, there 
were followers who serious- 
ly wondered if it would hurt 
her songwriting, since her 
trail of failed relationships 
and fleeting crushes pro- 
vided uncommon fodder. 
The idea sounded insulting, 
even sexist. 


Yet seeing it all outlined in 
print is frankly breathtaking. 
Her taste in men poets on a 
motorcycle, she describes 
it didn’t lend itself to slow 
and steady relationships. 
One can construct a bingo 
card of past boyfriends, or 
near boyfriends, and the 
memorable 
songs 
those 
personal stories inspired: 
“Lake Charles,” “Pineola,” 
“Joy,” “Passionate Kisses,” 
“Still I Long for Your Kiss,” 
“Right 
in 
Time,” 
“Those 
Three Days,” “Wakin’ Up,” 
“Real Live Bleeding Fingers 
and Broken Guitar Strings” 
and so on. 
There’s 
some 
bold-face 
rock ‘n’ roll names, too. 
Readers will find out the 


songs that are about Ryan 
Adams and Paul Wester- 
berg. The meat of her sto- 
ry, however, is of surviving 
mental illness. 
Williams’ mother was sexu- 
ally molested as a young 
girl and spent years in and 
out of mental institutions. 
Williams’ father would say, 
“it’s not her fault, she’s not 
well.” The singer and two 
younger siblings grew up 
with a mother who was 
only half there. 
Her father, poet Miller Wil- 
liams, was an itinerant col- 
lege professor constantly 
moving the family to differ- 
ent towns. He apologized 
to his daughter when he 
first heard the line about a 
young girl in a back seat, 
“little bit of dirt mixed with 
tears,” in the song “Car 
Wheels on a Gravel Road.” 
She hadn’t recognized she 
was writing about herself. 
It wasn’t all bad; Williams 
said the parties her father’s 
literary friends had put rock 
‘n’ rollers to shame. 
An undergrad in one of her 
father’s classes moved into 
their home as a “guardian” 
when she was about 12. 
“I just tried to be as respect- 
ful as possible and ignore 
the questions turning over 
in my head,” she wrote. 
“But it wasn’t easy.” 
That’s about when her own 
obsessive-compulsive disor- 
der emerged. She began 
playing music, describing 
it as “the world I wanted to 
be in, a better world than 
the one I was in.” q 


Lucinda Williams poses for a portrait on Friday, March 24, 2023 in New York to promote her book, 
“Don’t Tell Anybody the Secrets I Told You,” out April 25. 


Associated Press 


Following stroke, Lucinda Williams back with book and album 


Vice Chair Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., listens as the House select 
committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol 
holds its final meeting on Capitol Hill in Washington on Dec. 19, 
2022. 


Associated Press 


Liz Cheney memoir ‘Oath and Honor’ coming in November 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
It was a tie game in Or- 
lando on Nov. 5. De’Aaron 
Fox got the ball with about 
five seconds left, took four 
dribbles and let a shot fly 
from just inside of midcourt 
as time expired. 
Swish, for the win. 
A clutch moment one of 
many for the Sacramento 
guard this season. Fox was 
announced Tuesday night 
as the inaugural winner of 
the NBA’s clutch player of 
the year award, as select- 
ed by a panel of 100 writ- 
ers and broadcasters who 
cover the league. 
Miami’s Jimmy Butler was 
second, 
and 
Chicago’s 
DeMar DeRozan was third. 
“You can’t be afraid to 
fail,” Fox said on the TNT 
broadcast 
of 
the 
an- 
nouncement. 
“Obviously, 
you’re not going to make 
every shot, but my team- 
mates, my coaches, they 
put me in position to suc- 
ceed. So the least I can do 
is have confidence in my- 
self to take good shots.” 
Fox became Sacramento’s 
first individual winner of a 
major award since Tyreke 
Evans held off Stephen 
Curry for rookie of the year 
in 2010. The Kings almost 
certainly won’t be wait- 
ing 13 years for their next 


award it’ll be more like 24 
hours, probably, with Mike 
Brown expected to be an- 
nounced as the coach 
of the year when the NBA 
reveals those results on 
Wednesday.The voting was 
a runaway; Fox, who led 
the league with 194 clutch 
points, got 91 of the pos- 
sible 100 first-place votes 
and 460 of a possible 500 
points. Butler got one first- 
place vote and 104 points, 


while DeRozan finished with 
80 points just three ahead 
of 
fourth-place 
finisher 
Jalen Brunson of New York. 
DeRozan was second in the 
NBA with 159 clutch points 
scored this season, and 
Butler was third with 151. 
Fox led the league in 
clutch-game scoring this 
season with 194 points in 39 
such games; clutch games 
are defined as those where 
the margin between teams 


is five points or less at any 
point in the final 5:00. He 
actually shot better from 
the field in those moments 
(53%) than he did at all oth- 
er times (51%). 
He becomes the first re- 
cipient of the Jerry West 
Trophy; it was named for 
the player who earned the 
moniker of “Mr. Clutch” 
during his career. The NBA 
announced 
in 
Decem- 
ber that it was adding the 


clutch award; like most oth- 
er awards, it is voted on by 
the media panel, but unlike 
other awards the field of 
candidates is first narrowed 
down by polling of NBA 
coaches. 
Fox was one of many ma- 
jor contributors to a resur- 
gence in Sacramento this 
season. 
The Kings who currently 
lead defending champion 
Golden State 2-0 in a West- 
ern Conference first-round 
series reached the post- 
season for the first time in 
17 years. Fox is averaging 
a team-best 31 points in 
those two playoff games so 
far. 
And at 48-34, this was Sac- 
ramento’s best regular sea- 
son since going 50-32 in 
2004-05. 
“My teammates and my 
team put me in position to 
succeed,” Fox said. 
The award was the second 
major individual one to be 
announced by the league 
this season. 
Memphis’ Jaren Jackson Jr. 
was announced Monday 
as the defensive player of 
the year. The rest of the 
schedule 
for 
announc- 
ing other league awards, 
including MVP, most im- 
proved player and rookie 
of the year, has not yet 
been disclosed.q 


Sacramento Kings guard De’Aaron Fox (5) reacts after making a 3-point basket in the third quarter 
during Game 1 against the Golden State Warriors in the first round of the NBA basketball playoffs 
in Sacramento, Calif., Saturday, April 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Clutch like a Fox: Sacramento guard wins new NBA award 


By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Jonah Heim hit a three-run 
homer, Marcus Semien had 
three hits and drove in a 
pair of runs, and the Texas 
Rangers rolled to a 12-3 vic- 
tory over the Kansas City 
Royals on Wednesday to 
wrap up a lopsided sweep 
of their three-game series. 
Ezequiel Duran added a 
bases-clearing 
double, 
and Leody Taveras and 
Adolis García also drove in 
two runs apiece, helping 
the Rangers (12-6) win their 
fourth straight and match 
the fifth-best start in fran- 
chise history. 
Martin Pérez (3-1) allowed 
three runs on eight hits over 
5 2/3 innings. He’s gone 
at least five in 34 straight 
starts, the longest streak 


ever by a Rangers left- 
hander, though he allowed 
more than two runs for the 
first time this season. 
It hardly mattered against 
the Royals. 
They’ve been outscored 
52-15 while losing six straight 
games, and they have lost 
nine of their last 10 to fall to 
4-15 under first-year man- 
ager Matt Quatraro. Kan- 
sas City has won just once 
in 13 games at home this 
season. 
Brady Singer (1-2) didn’t 
give them much of a 
chance Wednesday. He 
allowed five runs on six hits 
and three walks while us- 
ing 97 pitches just to get 
through five innings. He 
had four strikeouts, two of 
them coming on full-count 
pitches. 
Singer looked like he was 


developing into a staff 
ace last season, but this 
year has been a struggle. 
The young right-hander al- 
lowed eight runs on 10 hits 
in his last start against At- 
lanta, and he’s allowed 18 
runs over 16 innings in his 
last three outings. 
Just like the previous night, 
when the Rangers jumped 
on erratic Royals starter 
Brad Keller, they took ad- 
vantage of Singer’s early 
trouble finding the strike 
zone to jump to a 3-0 lead 
by the end of the second 
inning. Semien led off the 
game with the first of his 
three singles and Travis 
Jankowski worked a four- 
pitch walk before Garcia’s 
sacrifice fly gave Texas a 
1-0 lead. Then in the sec- 
ond, Heim drew a leadoff 
walk before scoring on a 


double by Taveras, who 
proceeded to score when 
Semien sent a single to right 
field for a 3-0 lead. 
The Royals scratched out 
two runs in the sixth to make 
it a game, but the Rangers 


answered with four in the 
seventh the binge begin- 
ning with a free base due 
to catcher’s interference 
before Duran’s punctuat- 
ing three-run shot in the 
ninth. q 


Texas Rangers first baseman Nathaniel Lowe (30) catches a 
foul ball off the bat of Kansas City Royals’ Matt Duffy during the 
second inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, April 19, 2023, 
in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Heim, Semien lead Rangers to 12-3 win over KC, series sweep 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Tiger Woods had fusion 
surgery on his right ankle 
Wednesday morning to al- 
leviate arthritis from a bro- 
ken bone, putting in doubt 
whether he plays any more 
majors this year. 
Woods disclosed the sur- 
gery on Twitter and said it 
was a subtalar fusion pro- 
cedure to address post- 
traumatic 
arthritis 
from 
when he broke his talus 
bone in February 2021. 
“He’s resting now and will 
start the recovery pro- 
cess,” Mark Steinberg, his 
agent at Excel Sports, said 
in a telephone interview. 
The surgery took place in 
New York, and Steinberg 
said Woods has returned to 
his home near Jupiter, Flori- 


Tiger Woods reacts after missing a putt on the 18th hole during the weather delayed second 
round of the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club on Saturday, April 8, 2023, in 
Augusta, Ga 
Associated Press 


Tiger Woods has ankle surgery, rest of majors in doubt 


da, to begin rehabilitating. 
As for when Woods could 
return to playing golf, Stein- 
berg said there was “no 
timetable on this.” 
“The first goal is to recover 
and lead a much more en- 
joyable day-to-day life,” 
he said. 
Woods shattered multiple 
bones in his right leg and 
ankle in February 2021 
when the SUV he was driv- 
ing crashed off a suburban 
coastal Los Angeles road 
at about 85 mph and tum- 
bled down the side of a hill. 
The injuries were so severe, 
Woods said, that doctors 
contemplated 
amputa- 
tion. Woods has had mul- 
tiple surgeries on his leg as 
a result of the car crash. 
The ankle has been caus- 
ing most of the problems 
of late, including a notice- 
able limp when he played 
four of the last five majors, 
most recently the Masters 
two weeks ago. 
The talus is the second- 
largest of a group of bones 
known as the tarsus, which 
forms the lower part of the 
ankle joint and transmits 
the weight of the body 
from the lower leg to the 
foot. The subtalar joint al- 
lows for side-to-side move- 
ment needed for walking, 
especially on uneven sur- 
faces. 
Most estimates put recov- 
ery from subtalar fusion 
at eight to 12 weeks. That 
would all but rule out the 
PGA Championship next 
month Woods was doubt- 
ful, anyway, given it will be 
at Oak Hill in Rochester, 
New York, with likely cold 
temperatures. 
The U.S. Open is June 15- 
18 at Los Angeles Country 
Club, and the British Open 
is in three months (July 20- 
23) at Royal Liverpool in 
England. 
Woods made an improb- 
able return 14 months af- 
ter the car crash to play in 
the Masters and walked 72 
holes. Remarkably, he has 
missed only one cut the 
British Open at St. Andrews 
last summer although he 
withdrew after three rounds 
of the PGA Championship 
last year and he withdrew 
this year in the middle of 
the third round of the rain- 
delayed Masters.q 


